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WELCOME TO SHOWBUS 

I set up the Brunel Bus Society as a means of 

getting some extra money out of the Students 

Union.  There were countless left wing societies 

with twenty signatures ï often the same twenty ï 

who could wangle Ã100, which seemed to be the 

going rate. I had been involved with the         

Universityôs Physics Society and it had a huge 

membership, despite physics being amongst the 

smallest departments, but we staged events with 

a broad appeal, but came in for criticism when we 

ran a trip to the seaside as an opportunity to   

witness the moonôs gravitational effect on the 

ocean. 

Getting twenty Physics Society members to sign 

up to join the Bus Society was easy.  Joint society 

ventures were encouraged so a joint trip to the 

seaside with the Physics Society was not a    

problem and I chose one of London Countryôs  

Alexander bodied AEC Swifts (SMA) for the trip. 

Then along came the annual university          

community festival, Brunelzeebub and I was 

asked what the Bus Society was going to do.  So 

in the middle of January 1973 we stage a bus  

rally.  We paid the London Bus Preservation 

Group (now at Brooklands) Ã5 for each of the four 

buses they brought along and amazingly nearly 

twenty buses turned up, including one of London 

Countryôs first Leyland Nationals and the Wings 

Tour Bus. 

Thatôs where it all started.  The rest as they say is 

history.  The planned Brunelzeebus 74 was moved 

ï thanks to the miners strike - to the Hillingdon 

Show in June as SHOWBUS 74.  It grew there  

under National Express sponsorship to the extent 

that we had to find a bigger venue.  Eventually 

we settled at Woburn Abbey in 1982 until ten 

years later when widespread flooding in         

Bedfordshire nearly caused the event to be can-

celled at the last minute. So Showbus almost 

came to an end after twenty years but for the  

intervention of three then young enthusiastic 

helpers, Rob Passaway, Dave Reid and Charlie 

Nicholson who instigated the change of venue to   

Duxford Air Museum where the event blossomed.  

With the global recession the finances no longer 

added up, we were running at a loss by 2014 and 

eventually settled on a good venue at Donington 

Park for three years, until they too    wanted to 

charge more for their venue than the income 

could    support.  So we end our run at the vast 

Hertfordshire County Showground, hopefully this 

year accommodating more buses than ever before 

at the site. 

Preparing the brochure for this final SHOWBUS 

has been a trip down memory lane.  I am grateful 

to Gary Seamarks for many of the photos        

illustrating National Express coaches, Ensignbus 

and Leyland Nationals at SHOWBUS over the last 

fifty years as all three join us in celebrating their 

half centuries.  I was surprised at how many    

entrants, some quite notable, over the years I 

had forgotten.  It was sobering to reflect on the 

many amazing exhibits there have been.  The first 

bendibus, a fuel cell Citaro, RMF1254, a 

Standerwick Bristol VRLLH, Bartonôs lowheight 

Loline, a Bristol RE from New Zealand and an   

Atlantean from Australia.  The list goes on    

bringing memories of so many companies no 

  SMA8 arrives for SHOWBUS 2019 

London Country LN15 & Alder 

Valley VR 927 at Brunel 1973 
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Stevensons, South Midland, Kentish bus, Swindon 

Corporation, Halton Transport, Southend 

Transport, Midland Red, Stratford Blue, North 

Western, Derby, Maidstone & District, East Kent,  

Royal Blue, Devon General,  United Counties,  

Ribble, Red Rover, Westcliff-on-Sea, OK Travel, 

Thames Valley, Alder Valley, Southdown, Eastern 

Scottish, Northern Scottish, AA and A1 from  

Scotland and many more.  It also emphasised the 

changes the bus industry has gone through over 

the years with London Country and Alder Valley 

showing off their new poppy red and leaf green 

colours in 1973 through the kaleidoscope of    

colours as the industry deregulated.  Gary has 

produced an excellent book illustrating 

ñSHOWBUS the Woburn and Duxford Yearsò and 

has kindly taken over the job as Official         

Photographer from Chris Strong who was torn 

this year between attending SHOWBUS or his 

wifeôs 40th birthday, he chose the latter even 

though we are ten years older. 

ñThank yousò would take up many pages in this 

brochure, but biggest thanks to the vehicle    

owners and the companies and manufacturers 

who have supported the event over the decades.  

Thanks to the many judges and stewards who 

have served so well.  I must single out two   

companies and their owners in particular who 

have supported the event whether we have been 

here, Woburn, Duxford or Donnington with 

providing vehicles for use on the day.  Roger Mott 

of Motts Travel and Crusader Holidays in     

Aylesbury has been unfailing in his support and 

the judges are always grateful for use of the 

Wycombe Football Club team coach for hospitality 

on the day and the late Chris Day of Red Rover 

and Red Rose and latterly Taj Khan of Red Rose 

who both supported the event with great      

kindness and enthusiasm for many years. 

Turning to 2022, this brochure takes on a slightly 

different format as it covers the SHOWBUSflyby 

event and SHOWBUS5O.  Our thanks as usual to 

Arriva for providing our control bus at the    

Showground and souvenir rally plaques for the 

entrants.  Thanks to National Express for the 

prizes and grateful thanks to our special guest, 

Alan Fletcher, all the way from Australia, who is 

presenting the prizes at SHOWBUS5O.  Thanks to 

all our exhibitors and stallholders. 

Usually at this point I wish you an enjoyable visit 

and look forward to seeing you next year.       

Fortunately this is not the complete end for 

SHOWBUS, the SHOWBUSflyby, born out of the 

pandemic in 2020 will continue for a few more 

years.  The date has been set for September 12th 

and it will again centre on High Wycombe, where 

the Traders Village will operate.  As I discovered 

the SHOWBUSflyby can be organised from an 

armchair whereas the physical work in staging a 

huge display is reaching a point where it will soon 

no longer be possible, which is why it has to 

come to an end. 

See you at the SHOWBUSflyby 2023. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   Dr Martin Isles 

SHOWBUS organiser 1973-2022 

Stevensons Scania 112 

at Woburn Abbey 

Red Rover 161 Londonôs 

first Leyland National at 

Woburn Abbey 

Perfect for 2022 Motts Platinum Neoplan for 

years 90WFC was judgesô hospitality at Duxford 



р 

SHOWBUS a brief history of time    
As you will see below organising a bus 
display is not without its problems. 
1973 Jan Brunel University first event  
1974 Feb Brunelzeebus 74 cancelled 
due to minersô strike          
1974 Jun Event moved as SHOWBUS 
74 at the Hillingdon Show        
1975 SHOWBUS sponsored by          
National Express          
1977 Celebrated Queenôs Silver Jubilee 
1980 Moved to Thorpe Park       
1981 New Lambeth Show venue 
changed at last minute due to Brixton 
riots and staged at Ensignbus premises 
1982 Moved to Woburn Abbey        
1992 Almost cancelled due to             
widespread flooding in Bedfordshire 
1993 Moved to Duxford        
2000 Millennium SHOWBUS attracts 4 
buses from Holland amidst record entry 
2001 National fuel strike blights entries 
2002 Golden Jubilee with Gold Run and 
display of Gold Buses, entries hit 400+ 
2012 Diamond Jubilee display       
2013 Moved to Stratford-upon-Avon 
2014 Final Duxford rally. RM 60th  
2015 Return to Woburn Abbey       
2016 Moved to Donington Park       
2019 Moved to Herts Showground 
though the sun shone entries were 
blighted by an doomsday forecast    
2020 Pandemic forces change to flyby 
2021 Fuel shortages affect entries, 
Event nearly cancelled by Graham 
McMillan COVID supremo at Herts 
County Council who wanted a 20 page  
form completed 2 days beforehandð
probably the same guy who wanted  
Jubilee street party planners to include 
plans in case of a terrorist attack.        
2022 Platinum Jubilee & last SHOWBUS 
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Special thanks to Alan   

Fletcher for dropping by          

SHOWBUS5Oñcatch  

his last UK shows before 

he flies back to Australia  

Thanks to our sponsors 
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Key to Map 
1. Oxford (Wheatley) Services 

2. A418/A40 junction Photo Spot 

3. A40/A329 staggered junction Photo Spot 

4. Thame Town Hall - Stop  Photo Spot 

Thame town centre will be closed until noon, until 

this time buses will travel along the A40 via 

Tetsworth. Some buses will terminate here. 

5. Postcombe A40/B4012 junction           

Photo Spot 

6. A40/B4009 staggered junction Photo Spot 

7. Aston Hill Photo Spot 

8. Kings Hotel, STOKENCHURCH               

Stop Southbound Photo Spot                                           

9. Hellfire Caves Free Car Park 

Please park here if visiting West Wycombe, the 

village is narrow and parking can be hazardous. 

10. West Wycombe Village Photo Spot 

11. High Wycombe Bus Station Photo Spot 

11A. Old London Transport Garage 

11B. High Wycombe Town Centre Stop 

Northbound Photo Spot and the 

The SHOWBUS TRADERS VILLAGE takes over the 

usual location of Wycombe Market in the High 

Street including under the cover of the historic 

Guildhall and Market buildings. Buses heading to 

Oxford will drive along the High Street and pause 

for five minutes. 

12. Hughenden Manor 

13. Old Thames Valley Bus Garage 

14. WYCOMBE RETAIL PARK                     

Stop Northbound 

15. Holtspur Photo Spot 

16. Bekonscot Model Village                        

17. Beaconsfield Old Town                        

Stop Southbound Photo Spot 

18. Gerrards Cross Photo Spot 

19. Denham Photo Spot 

20. Site of the old Uxbridge LT depot 

(demolished) and 607 trolley terminus 

21. Uxbridge Crown Walk Stop P Photo Spot 

23. Brunel University Campus Photo Spot 

Sunday 18th September 2022 

Brunel parade 1973 led by Portsmouth 78 (GTP995) 

Gt Ouse Valley Bedford/Plaxton on the 2020 flyby 

RTL554 

at Thame 

Town Hall 

on the  

2020   

flyby 
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Wheatley to Brunel timings 

See the main 

listing for   

details of each 

entrant. This 

is 1805 seen 

in Thame in 

2020, a PMT 

Bristol VRTSL3 

 

The timings 

above are   

only a guide 

and with     

elderly buses 

changes can 

happen! 


